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Determining the size of hail impacting a roof following a 
storm event can be a challenging task.  Correlating the size 
of hailstones to “splash marks” or indentations on metal 
surfaces, or both, is the subject of this article.  To study this 
phenomenon, various common roofing metals were 
impacted with ice spheres cast in the laboratory. 
 
Introduction 
 
Hail sizes are often compared to everyday known objects, 
Table 1.  
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